
● Home Fire by Kamila Shamsie The suspenseful 
and heartbreaking story of a family ripped apart by 
secrets and driven to pit love against loyalty, with 
devastating consequences. (Libby : ebook - in library : 
regular print - BCCLS : LP)

● The Arrangement by Sarah Dunn A progressive 
New York couple with an autistic son move to a bucolic 
Hudson Valley exurb and immerse themselves in the 
local community only to have their bond tested by an 
invitation to become an open-marriage couple. (Libby : 
ebook, audiobook - in library : regular print, CDBook - 
BCCLS - LP)

● The Immortalists by Chloe Benjamin It's 1969 
in New York City's Lower East Side, and word has 
spread of the arrival of a mystical woman, a traveling 
psychic who claims to be able to tell anyone the day 
they will die. The Gold children--four adolescents on the 
cusp of self-awareness--sneak out to hear their 
fortunes. (Libby : ebook, audiobook - in library : regular 
print, LP - BCCLS : CDBook)

● The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao Oscar is 
a disastrously overweight Dominican from the ghetto in 
New Jersey. He dreams of becoming a writer and 
finding love, but he may never get what he wants 
thanks to the Fukú, an ancient curse that has haunted 
his family for generations, dooming them to prison, 
torture, tragic accidents, and ill-starred love. (Libby : 
ebook, audiobook - in library : regular print, LP - BCCLS 
: CDBook)

● What Alice Forgot by Liane Moriarty Suffering 
an accident that causes her to forget the last ten years 
of her life, Alice is astonished to discover that she is 
thirty-nine years old, a mother of 3 children, and in the 
midst of an acrimonious divorce from a man she dearly 
loves. (Libby : ebook, audiobook - in library : regular 
print, LP - BCCLS : CDBook)

Science Fiction
Recursion by Blake Crouch Would you relive your life if you could remove 
all the bad parts? Includes some time travel sci-fi bits and moves at a quick 
pace.

Nonfiction
Old and In Art School - Nell Painter Harris - Nell Painter, former history 
professor, enters art school at the prestigious Rhode Island School of Design at 
age 64.
Sara Berman’s Closet by by Maira and Alex Kalman depicts Sara’s all-white 
apparel and accessories which reveal her journey from Belarus to Palestine to 
New York.
A Time to Die by Tom Wicker True account of the 1971 Attica prison revolt 
which was one of the catalysts for the prisoner’s rights movement.
The Honey Bus by Meredith May After her parents divorce, a young girl along 
with her mother and brother move to Carmel, CA to live with her grandparents. 
She is entranced and inspired by her grandfather and the honey bees he 
raises.
they are so hard to change. Read a particulary big-brotherish account about a 
retailer that knows more about your habits than you do.
Say Nothing by Patrick Radden Keefe The story of a mother of 10 children who 
was dragged out of her home in Belfast, Ireland in 1972. Her children never 
heard from her again. Gripping story, well written.
Born a Crime: Stories of a South African Childhood by Trevor Noah
Born to a white Swiss father and a black Xhosa mother, at the time such a union was punishable 
by five years in prison. As he struggles to find himself in a world where he was never supposed to 
exist, his mother is determined to save her son from the cycle of poverty, violence, and abuse 
that would ultimately threaten her own life. (Audiobook, read by Noah, is highly recommended as 
well.)
Becoming by Michelle Obama
As First Lady of the United States of America, Michelle Obama helped create the most welcoming 
and inclusive White House in history. With unerring honesty and lively wit, she describes her 
triumphs and her disappointments, both public and private. A deeply personal reckoning of a 
woman of soul and substance who has steadily defied expectations.
Mama’s Last Hug by Frans B. M. Waal
A whirlwind tour of new ideas and findings about animal emotions, based on De Waal's renowned studies 
of the social and emotional lives of chimpanzees, bonobos, and other primates.

The Moment of Lift by Melinda Gates
In this candid and inspiring book, Gates traces her awakening to the link between women's empowerment 
and the health of societies.

Ninety-nine Glimpses of Princess Margaret 
by Craig Brown
Princess Margaret aroused passion and indignation in equal measures. To her friends, she was witty and 
regal. To her enemies, she was rude and demanding.

Promise Me Dad by Joe Biden
The former vice-president of the United States chronicles the difficult final year of his son's battle with 
cancer, his efforts to balance his responsibilities to the country and his family, and the lessons he learned.

The River of Doubt by Candice Millard
The true story of Theodore Roosevelt's harrowing 1914 exploration of one of the most dangerous rivers on 
earth, a black, uncharted tributary of the Amazon that snakes through one of the most treacherous 
jungles in the world.

Tender at the Bone by Ruth Reichl
Reichl learned to cook early and her entertaining descriptions of kitchen disasters are sure to cause 
howls of laughter time and again.

These Truths by Jill Lepore
In the most ambitious one-volume American history in decades, award-winning historian Jill Lepore offers 
a magisterial account of the origins and rise of a divided nation.

● The Power of Habit by Charles Duhigg Learn how we form habits and why, once formed, 
● The Year of Living Biblically by A. J. Jacobs
● An agnostic wakes up one day determined to follow the more than 800 rules found in the 

Hebrew Bible. 
●
● Founding Mothers: women in America in the Revolutionary 

era 
by Linda Grant De Pauw

● Instead of padding out the stories of those few revolutionary era women who managed to make 
the history books, this surveys the contributions of the sex as a whole. The surprising conclusion 
is that in some ways colonial women may have played a more active role than their 19th century 
sisters. 

●
● On Writing: a memoir of the craft 

by Stephen King
● In 1981 King penned Danse Macabre, a thoughtful analysis of the horror genre. Now he is 

treating his vast readership to another glimpse into the intellect that spawns his astoundingly 
imaginative works. 

●
● Diary of a Bookseller by Shaun Bythell
● The funny and fascinating memoir of Bythell's experiences at the helm of The Bookshop, 

Scotland's largest second hand bookstore--and the delightfully unusual staff members, eccentric 
customers, odd townsfolk and surreal buying trips that make up his life there.

●
● I Was Told to Come Alone: my journey behind the lines of 

jihad 
by Souad Mekhennet

● The journalist who broke the "Jihadi John" story draws on her personal experience to bridge the 
gap between the Muslim world and the West and explain the rise of Islamic radicalism. Souad 
Mekhennet has lived her entire life between worlds. The daughter of a Turkish mother and a 
Moroccan father, she was born and educated in Germany and has worked for several American 
newspapers. 

● Becoming by Michelle Obama
● With unerring honesty and lively wit, Michelle Obama describes her triumphs and her 

disappointments, both public and private. A deeply personal reckoning of a woman of soul and 
substance who has steadily defied expectations.

●
● Destiny of the Republic by Candice Millard
● Born into abject poverty, James Garfield rose to become a wunderkind scholar, a Civil War hero, 

and a renowned and admired reformist congressman but four months after his presidential 
inauguration, a deranged office seeker tracked Garfield down and shot him in the back.

●
● Furious Hours by Harper Lee
● The stunning story of an Alabama serial killer and the true-crime book that Harper Lee 

worked on obsessively in the years after To Kill a Mockingbird.
●
● The Island at the Center of the World 

by Russell Shorto
● In the late 1960s, an archivist in the New York State Library made an astounding discovery: 

12,000 pages of centuries-old correspondence, court cases, legal contracts, and reports from a 
forgotten society: the Dutch colony centered on Manhattan, which predated the thirteen 
"original" American colonies. 

Chick Lit/Romance
By Inviation Only by Dorothea Benton Frank Southern country family meets Chicago 
society family at engagement party for their children. These families find common ground 
through kindness and humor.
Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine by Gail Honeyman
Eleanor struggles with appropriate social skills and tends to say exactly what she's thinking. Nothing is missing in her 
carefully timetabled life of avoiding social interactions, where weekends are punctuated by frozen pizza, vodka, and phone 
chats with Mummy.
A Week in Winter by Maeve Binchy
Romance, Ireland
Stoneybridge is a small town on the west coast of Ireland where all the families know one another. When Chicky Starr 
decides to take an old, decaying mansion set high on the cliffs overlooking the windswept Atlantic Ocean and turn it into a 
restful place for a holiday by the sea, everyone thinks she is crazy.
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● Free Food for Millionaires by Min Jin Lee 
Casey Han's four years at Princeton gave her many 
things, "But no job and a number of bad habits." 
Casey's parents, who live in Queens, are Korean 
immigrants working in a dry cleaner, desperately 
trying to hold on to their culture and their identity. 
Their daughter, on the other hand, has entered into 
rarified American society via scholarships.(Libby : 
ebook - in library : regular print, LP - BCCLS : 
CDBook)

● The Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane by Lisa 
See Explores the lives of a Chinese mother and her 
daughter, who has been adopted by an American 
couple, tracing the very different cultural factors 
that compel them to consume a rare native tea that 
has shaped their family's destiny for 
generations.(Libby : ebook, audiobook - in library : 
regular print, LP, CDBook)

● The World We Found by Thrity Umrigar A 
skillfully wrought, emotionally resonant story of four 
women and the indelible friendship they share. 
(Libby : ebook, Hoopla : ebook, in library : regular 
print - BCCLS - LP)

● Everything I Never Told You by Celeste Ng 
Lydia is dead. But they don't know this yet. So begins 
the story of this exquisite debut novel, about a 
Chinese American family living in 1970s small-town 
Ohio. (Libby : ebook, audiobook - in library : regular 
print, CDBook - BCCLS : LP)

● My Absolute Darling by Gabriel Talent A 
brilliant and immersive, all-consuming read about 
one fourteen-year-old girl's heart-stopping fight for 
her own soul.  (Libby : ebook, audiobook - in library : 
regular print, LP, CDBook)



● Less by Andrew Sean Greer Receiving an invitation 
to his ex-boyfriend's wedding on the eve of his 50th 
birthday, Arthur, embarks on an international journey. 
(Libby : ebook, audiobook. (Libby : ebook, audiobook - in 
library : regular print, LP)

● Nine Perfect Strangers by Liane Moriarty Nine 
people gather at a remote health resort. But none of them 
could imagine just how challenging the next ten days are 
going to be. (Libby : ebook, audiobook - Hoopla : audiobook 
- in library : regular print, LP, CDBook)

● Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens For 
years, rumors of the "Marsh Girl" have haunted Barkley 
Cove, a quiet town on the North Carolina coast. She's 
barefoot and wild; unfit for polite society. So in late 1969, 
when handsome Chase Andrews is found dead, the locals 
immediately suspect Kya Clark. (Libby : ebook, audiobook - 
in library : regular print, LP, CDBook)

● The Reluctant Fundamentalist by Mohsin Hamid 
Hamid's second book (after Moth Smoke) is an intelligent 
and absorbing 9/11 novel, written from the perspective of 
Changez, a young Pakistani whose sympathies, despite his 
fervid immigrant embrace of America, lie with the 
attackers. The book unfolds as a monologue that Changez 
delivers to a mysterious American operative over dinner at 
a Lahore, Pakistan, cafe. (Hoopla : ebook, audiobook - in 
library : regular print - BCCLS : LP)

● A Man Called Ove by Fredrick Backman A 
curmudgeon hides a terrible personal loss beneath a cranky 
and short-tempered exterior while clashing with new 
neighbors, a boisterous family whose chattiness and habits 
lead to unexpected friendship.(Libby : ebook, audiobook - in 
library : regular pring, LP, CDBook)

● Happy Family by Wendy Lee “Happy family" is not 
just the name of a dish on a Chinese menu--it also refers 
ironically to the relationships that Hua Wu discovers in her 
new home, New York City. (Hoopla : ebook - in library : 
regular print)

● The Sympathizer by Viet Thanh Nguyen Follows a 
Viet Cong agent as he spies on a South Vietnamese army 
general and his compatriots as they start a new life in 1975 
Los Angeles. (Libby : ebook - Hoopla : ebook - in library : 
regular print, LP)

● Miller’s Valley by Anna Quindlen  As a young girl in 
Miller's Valley, an ordinary farming town that may be facing 
its final days, Mimi is observing adults, selling corn, 
growing up and changing, and watching the world around 
her change, too.(Libby : ebook - in library : regular print, LP, 
CDBook)

● The Mars Room by Rachel Kushner Life inside a 
women’s correctional facility in California. Told with 
humor, this novel makes you feel like you are in prison 
with the characters. (Libby : ebook, audiobook - in library 
: regular print - BCCLS : CDBook)

● 10 Minutes, 38 Seconds in this Strange World 
by Elif Shafak Women, Istanbul, Death. Leila, in her 
last 10 minutes and 38 seconds of life, remembers 
important episodes of her life. (Libby : ebook - in library : 
regular print)

● Until I Find You by John Irving Quirky characters help 
a promising young actor and his tattoo-artist mother find 
his long-lost father. (Libby : audiobook - in library : 
CDBook - BCCLS : regular print, LP)

● Milkman: a novel by Anna Burns In an unnamed 
city, middle sister stands out for the wrong reasons. She 
reads while walking, for one. And she has been taking 
French night classes downtown. So when a local 
paramilitary known as the milkman begins pursuing her, 
she suddenly becomes "interesting," the last thing she 
ever wanted to be. (Libby : ebook, audiobook - Hoopla : 
audiobook - in library : regular print, CDBook, BCCLS : 
LP)

● My Year of Rest and Relaxation by Ottessa 
Mashfegh It's early 2000 on New York City's Upper 
East Side, and the alienation of Moshfegh's unnamed 
young protagonist from others is nearly complete when 
she initiates her yearlong siesta, during which time she 
experiences limited personal interactions. As her 
pill-popping intensifies, so does her isolation and 
determination to leave behind the world's travails. (Libby 
: ebook, audiobook - in library : regular print, LP)

● The One in a Million Boy by Monica Wood 
After his eleven-year-old son dies, guitarist Quinn Porter 
does yard work for an aged Lithuanian immigrant, Ona 
Vitkus, whom his son had often visited and comes to a 
resolution about his son's death as Ona discusses his 
son's capacity to listen and learn. (Libby : ebook, 
audiobook - Hoopla : ebook, audiobook - in library : 
regular print - BCCLS : LP)

● The Storied Life of A. J. Fikry by Gabrielle 
Zevin When his most prized possession, a rare 
collection of Poe poems, is stolen, bookstore owner A.J. 
Fikry begins isolating himself from his friends, family, 
and associates before receiving a mysterious package 
that compels him to remake his life. (Libby : ebook - 
Hoopla : ebook, audiobook - in library : regular print, LP, 
CDBook)

Science Fiction
Recursion by Blake Crouch Would you relive your life if you could remove 
all the bad parts? Includes some time travel sci-fi bits and moves at a quick 
pace.

Contemporary Fiction

The Strawberry Thief by Joanne Harris
Food with a little magic thrown in. 4th in the series - The first is Chocolat. You might also like 
the movie with the same name starring Johnny Depp and Juliette Binoche.

Nonfiction
Old and In Art School - Nell Painter Harris - Nell Painter, former history 
professor, enters art school at the prestigious Rhode Island School of Design at 
age 64.
Sara Berman’s Closet by by Maira and Alex Kalman depicts Sara’s all-white 
apparel and accessories which reveal her journey from Belarus to Palestine to 
New York.
A Time to Die by Tom Wicker True account of the 1971 Attica prison revolt 
which was one of the catalysts for the prisoner’s rights movement.
The Honey Bus by Meredith May After her parents divorce, a young girl along 
with her mother and brother move to Carmel, CA to live with her grandparents. 
She is entranced and inspired by her grandfather and the honey bees he 
raises.
they are so hard to change. Read a particulary big-brotherish account about a 
retailer that knows more about your habits than you do.
Say Nothing by Patrick Radden Keefe The story of a mother of 10 children who 
was dragged out of her home in Belfast, Ireland in 1972. Her children never 
heard from her again. Gripping story, well written.
Born a Crime: Stories of a South African Childhood by Trevor Noah
Born to a white Swiss father and a black Xhosa mother, at the time such a union was punishable 
by five years in prison. As he struggles to find himself in a world where he was never supposed to 
exist, his mother is determined to save her son from the cycle of poverty, violence, and abuse 
that would ultimately threaten her own life. (Audiobook, read by Noah, is highly recommended as 
well.)
Becoming by Michelle Obama
As First Lady of the United States of America, Michelle Obama helped create the most welcoming 
and inclusive White House in history. With unerring honesty and lively wit, she describes her 
triumphs and her disappointments, both public and private. A deeply personal reckoning of a 
woman of soul and substance who has steadily defied expectations.
Mama’s Last Hug by Frans B. M. Waal
A whirlwind tour of new ideas and findings about animal emotions, based on De Waal's renowned studies 
of the social and emotional lives of chimpanzees, bonobos, and other primates.

The Moment of Lift by Melinda Gates
In this candid and inspiring book, Gates traces her awakening to the link between women's empowerment 
and the health of societies.

Ninety-nine Glimpses of Princess Margaret 
by Craig Brown
Princess Margaret aroused passion and indignation in equal measures. To her friends, she was witty and 
regal. To her enemies, she was rude and demanding.

Promise Me Dad by Joe Biden
The former vice-president of the United States chronicles the difficult final year of his son's battle with 
cancer, his efforts to balance his responsibilities to the country and his family, and the lessons he learned.

The River of Doubt by Candice Millard
The true story of Theodore Roosevelt's harrowing 1914 exploration of one of the most dangerous rivers on 
earth, a black, uncharted tributary of the Amazon that snakes through one of the most treacherous 
jungles in the world.

Tender at the Bone by Ruth Reichl
Reichl learned to cook early and her entertaining descriptions of kitchen disasters are sure to cause 
howls of laughter time and again.

These Truths by Jill Lepore
In the most ambitious one-volume American history in decades, award-winning historian Jill Lepore offers 
a magisterial account of the origins and rise of a divided nation.

● The Power of Habit by Charles Duhigg Learn how we form habits and why, once formed, 
● The Year of Living Biblically by A. J. Jacobs
● An agnostic wakes up one day determined to follow the more than 800 rules found in the 

Hebrew Bible. 
●
● Founding Mothers: women in America in the Revolutionary 

era 
by Linda Grant De Pauw

● Instead of padding out the stories of those few revolutionary era women who managed to make 
the history books, this surveys the contributions of the sex as a whole. The surprising conclusion 
is that in some ways colonial women may have played a more active role than their 19th century 
sisters. 

●
● On Writing: a memoir of the craft 

by Stephen King
● In 1981 King penned Danse Macabre, a thoughtful analysis of the horror genre. Now he is 

treating his vast readership to another glimpse into the intellect that spawns his astoundingly 
imaginative works. 

●
● Diary of a Bookseller by Shaun Bythell
● The funny and fascinating memoir of Bythell's experiences at the helm of The Bookshop, 

Scotland's largest second hand bookstore--and the delightfully unusual staff members, eccentric 
customers, odd townsfolk and surreal buying trips that make up his life there.

●
● I Was Told to Come Alone: my journey behind the lines of 

jihad 
by Souad Mekhennet

● The journalist who broke the "Jihadi John" story draws on her personal experience to bridge the 
gap between the Muslim world and the West and explain the rise of Islamic radicalism. Souad 
Mekhennet has lived her entire life between worlds. The daughter of a Turkish mother and a 
Moroccan father, she was born and educated in Germany and has worked for several American 
newspapers. 

● Becoming by Michelle Obama
● With unerring honesty and lively wit, Michelle Obama describes her triumphs and her 

disappointments, both public and private. A deeply personal reckoning of a woman of soul and 
substance who has steadily defied expectations.

●
● Destiny of the Republic by Candice Millard
● Born into abject poverty, James Garfield rose to become a wunderkind scholar, a Civil War hero, 

and a renowned and admired reformist congressman but four months after his presidential 
inauguration, a deranged office seeker tracked Garfield down and shot him in the back.

●
● Furious Hours by Harper Lee
● The stunning story of an Alabama serial killer and the true-crime book that Harper Lee 

worked on obsessively in the years after To Kill a Mockingbird.
●
● The Island at the Center of the World 

by Russell Shorto
● In the late 1960s, an archivist in the New York State Library made an astounding discovery: 

12,000 pages of centuries-old correspondence, court cases, legal contracts, and reports from a 
forgotten society: the Dutch colony centered on Manhattan, which predated the thirteen 
"original" American colonies. 

Chick Lit/Romance
By Inviation Only by Dorothea Benton Frank Southern country family meets Chicago 
society family at engagement party for their children. These families find common ground 
through kindness and humor.
Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine by Gail Honeyman
Eleanor struggles with appropriate social skills and tends to say exactly what she's thinking. Nothing is missing in her 
carefully timetabled life of avoiding social interactions, where weekends are punctuated by frozen pizza, vodka, and phone 
chats with Mummy.
A Week in Winter by Maeve Binchy
Romance, Ireland
Stoneybridge is a small town on the west coast of Ireland where all the families know one another. When Chicky Starr 
decides to take an old, decaying mansion set high on the cliffs overlooking the windswept Atlantic Ocean and turn it into a 
restful place for a holiday by the sea, everyone thinks she is crazy.

https://catalog.bccls.org/polaris/search/title.aspx?ctx=1.1033.0.0.7&cn=1731193

