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An Appetite for Violets by Martine Bailey 
historical fiction - 18th century, Europe, mystery
Irrepressible Biddy Leigh, under-cook at the foreboding Mawton Hall, 
only wants to marry her childhood sweetheart and set up her own 
tavern. But when her elderly master marries the young Lady Carinna, 
Biddy is unwittingly swept up in a world of scheming, secrets, and lies.

Blood Oath by Linda Fairstein
Thriller, Manhattan
Assistant DA Alexandra Cooper of the Manhattan Sex Crimes Unit, 
uncovers secrets at Manhattan’s secretive Rockefeller University - 
abusive conduct behind closed doors and violent, mysterious collapse.

Camino Island by John Grisham
Thriller, Florida
Bruce Cable owns a popular bookstore but he makes his real money,as a 
prominent dealer in rare books. But he occasionally dabbles in the black 
market of stolen books and manuscripts.

Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine 
by Gail Honeyman
Romance, Psychological Fiction
Eleanor struggles with appropriate social skills and tends to say exactly 
what she's thinking. Nothing is missing in her carefully timetabled life 
of avoiding social interactions, where weekends are punctuated by 
frozen pizza, vodka, and phone chats with Mummy.

Leaving Time by Jodi Picoult
Thriller
For more than a decade, Jenna Metcalf has never stopped thinking 
about her mother, Alice, who mysteriously disappeared in the wake 
of a tragic accident. 

One Part Woman by Perumāḷmurukan
International Fiction, India
Originally written in Tamil, this novel tells the story of a couple, Kali 
and Ponna, who are unable to conceive, much to the concern of their 
families|and the crowing amusement of Kali|s male friends.

The Paris Architect by Charles Belfoure
Historical Fiction - WWII, Europe
In 1942 Lucien Bernard accepts a commission that will bring him a 
great deal of money--and maybe get him killed. All he has to do is 
design a secret hiding place for a wealthy Jewish man, a space so 
invisible that even the most determined German officer won't find it.

Short History of Women by Kate Welpert
Short Stories - Europe, US, 20th century
This novel is a moving portrayal of the complicated legacies of 
mothers and daughters, chronicling five generations of women from 
the close of the nineteenth century through the early years of the 
twenty-first.

Tomorrow’s Bread by Anna Jean Mayhew
Historical Fiction, Charlotte, NC, 20th Century
This novel explores the conflicts of gentrification--a moving story of 
loss, love, and resilience. In 1961 Charlotte, North Carolina, the 
predominantly black neighborhood of Brooklyn is a bustling city 
within a city.

Waking Lions by Ayelet Gundar-Goshen
Fiction, Israel
After neurosurgeon Eitan Green hits and kills an African migrant 
while driving on a deserted road late at night, the victim's wife 
tracks him down and confronts him the next day, and her price for 
silence shatters his safe existence.

The Wartime Sisters by Lynda Cohen Loigman
Historical Fiction - WWII, US
The Wartime Sisters shows the strength of women on the home 
front: to endure, to fight, and to help each other survive.

Next meeting: 
Thursday, June 20, 7 pm

Zeitoun by Dave Eggers
Eggers chronicles, the tribulations of Abdulrahman Zeitoun, a Syrian American 
painting contractor who decides to ride out Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans. 
Although his wife, Kathy, leaves town with their four children, Abdulrahman 
(known as Zeitoun because few locals can pronounce his first name) stays 
behind, hoping to protect their home, their job sites, and their rental 
properties. After the storm, he paddles the flooded streets in a canoe, rescuing 
stranded people, feeding trapped dogs, and marveling at the sometimes surreal 
beauty of the devastation.

Say Nothing: A True Story of Murder and Memory in Northern Ireland by Patrick 
Radden Keefe
A stunning, intricate narrative about a notorious killing in Northern 
Ireland and its devastating repercussions In December 1972, Jean 
McConville, a thirty-eight-year-old mother of ten, was dragged from 
her Belfast home by masked intruders, her children clinging to her 
legs. They never saw her again. Her abduction was one of the most 
notorious episodes of the vicious conflict known as The Troubles. 
Everyone in the neighborhood knew the I.R.A. was responsible. But 
in a climate of fear and paranoia, no one would speak of it.

Becoming by Michelle Obama
As First Lady of the United States of America, Michelle Obama helped create 
the most welcoming and inclusive White House in history. With unerring 
honesty and lively wit, she describes her triumphs and her disappointments, 
both public and private. A deeply personal reckoning of a woman of soul and 
substance who has steadily defied expectations.

Born a Crime: Stories of a South African Childhood by Trevor Noah
Summary: Noah's path from apartheid South Africa to the desk of The Daily 
Show began with a criminal act: his birth. Born to a white Swiss father and 
a black Xhosa mother, at the time such a union was punishable by five 
years in prison. As he struggles to find himself in a world where he was 
never supposed to exist, his mother is determined to save her son from the 
cycle of poverty, violence, and abuse that would ultimately threaten her 
own life. (Audiobook, read by Noah is highly recommended as well.)

The Reluctant Fundamentalist by Mohsin Hamid
Hamid's second book (after Moth Smoke) is an intelligent and absorbing 9/11 novel, written from the 
perspective of Changez, a young Pakistani whose sympathies, despite his fervid immigrant embrace of 
America, lie with the attackers. The book unfolds as a monologue that Changez delivers to a mysterious 
American operative over dinner at a Lahore, Pakistan, cafe.

Slow Horses by Mick Herron
Intelligence agent River Cartwright, after being banished from high-profile work for incompetence, 
suspects a prominant British journalist with ties to an extremist party of being behind the kidnapping of a 
Muslim teenager.

An Unwanted Guest by Shari Lapeña
A weekend retreat at a cozy mountain lodge is supposed to be the perfect getaway. But when the storm 
hits, no one is getting away. It's winter in the Catskills and Mitchell's Inn, nestled deep in the woods, is the 
perfect setting for a relaxing maybe even romantic weekend away. When one of the guests turns up dead it 
looks like an accident, but when a second guest dies, they start to panic.

Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens
For years, rumors of the "Marsh Girl" have haunted Barkley Cove, a quiet town on the North Carolina coast. 
She's barefoot and wild; unfit for polite society. So in late 1969, when handsome Chase Andrews is found 
dead, the locals immediately suspect Kya Clark. But Kya is not what they say. Abandoned at age ten, she 
has survived on her own in the marsh that she calls home.
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A Week in Winter by Maeve Binchy
Romance, Ireland
Stoneybridge is a small town on the west coast of Ireland where all the 
families know one another. When Chicky Starr decides to take an old, 
decaying mansion set high on the cliffs overlooking the windswept 
Atlantic Ocean and turn it into a restful place for a holiday by the sea, 
everyone thinks she is crazy.

Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens
Fiction, NC, Mystery, Coming of Age
The story of an unforgettable young woman, who has been abandoned by 
her family, determined to make her way in the wilds of North Carolina, 
and the two men that will break her isolation open.

The Woman in the Window by A. J. Finn
Thriller, NYC
Anna Fox lives alone—a recluse in her New York City home, unable to 
venture outside. She spends her day drinking wine (maybe too much), 
watching old movies, recalling happier times . . . and spying on her 
neighbors. 

Mama’s Last Hug by Frans B. M. Waal
A whirlwind tour of new ideas and findings about animal emotions, 
based on De Waal's renowned studies of the social and emotional 
lives of chimpanzees, bonobos, and other primates.

The Moment of Lift by Melinda Gates
In this candid and inspiring book, Gates traces her awakening to the 
link between women's empowerment and the health of societies.

Ninety-nine Glimpses of Princess Margaret 
by Craig Brown
Princess Margaret aroused passion and indignation in equal 
measures. To her friends, she was witty and regal. To her enemies, 
she was rude and demanding.

Promise Me Dad by Joe Biden
The former vice-president of the United States chronicles the 
difficult final year of his son's battle with cancer, his efforts to 
balance his responsibilities to the country and his family, and the 
lessons he learned.

The River of Doubt by Candice Millard
The true story of Theodore Roosevelt's harrowing 1914 exploration of 
one of the most dangerous rivers on earth, a black, uncharted 
tributary of the Amazon that snakes through one of the most 
treacherous jungles in the world.

Tender at the Bone by Ruth Reichl
Reichl learned to cook early and her entertaining descriptions of 
kitchen disasters are sure to cause howls of laughter time and again.

These Truths by Jill Lepore
In the most ambitious one-volume American history in decades, 
award-winning historian Jill Lepore offers a magisterial account of 
the origins and rise of a divided nation.

Next meeting: 
Thursday, October 17, 7 pm
New members always welcome.

Zeitoun by Dave Eggers
Eggers chronicles, the tribulations of Abdulrahman Zeitoun, a Syrian American 
painting contractor who decides to ride out Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans. 
Although his wife, Kathy, leaves town with their four children, Abdulrahman 
(known as Zeitoun because few locals can pronounce his first name) stays 
behind, hoping to protect their home, their job sites, and their rental 
properties. After the storm, he paddles the flooded streets in a canoe, rescuing 
stranded people, feeding trapped dogs, and marveling at the sometimes surreal 
beauty of the devastation.

Say Nothing: A True Story of Murder and Memory in Northern Ireland by Patrick 
Radden Keefe
A stunning, intricate narrative about a notorious killing in Northern 
Ireland and its devastating repercussions In December 1972, Jean 
McConville, a thirty-eight-year-old mother of ten, was dragged from 
her Belfast home by masked intruders, her children clinging to her 
legs. They never saw her again. Her abduction was one of the most 
notorious episodes of the vicious conflict known as The Troubles. 
Everyone in the neighborhood knew the I.R.A. was responsible. But 
in a climate of fear and paranoia, no one would speak of it.

Becoming by Michelle Obama
As First Lady of the United States of America, Michelle Obama helped create 
the most welcoming and inclusive White House in history. With unerring 
honesty and lively wit, she describes her triumphs and her disappointments, 
both public and private. A deeply personal reckoning of a woman of soul and 
substance who has steadily defied expectations.

Born a Crime: Stories of a South African Childhood by Trevor Noah
Summary: Noah's path from apartheid South Africa to the desk of The Daily 
Show began with a criminal act: his birth. Born to a white Swiss father and 
a black Xhosa mother, at the time such a union was punishable by five 
years in prison. As he struggles to find himself in a world where he was 
never supposed to exist, his mother is determined to save her son from the 
cycle of poverty, violence, and abuse that would ultimately threaten her 
own life. (Audiobook, read by Noah is highly recommended as well.)

Non-fiction
Becoming by Michelle Obama
With unerring honesty and lively wit, Michelle Obama describes her 
triumphs and her disappointments, both public and private. A deeply 
personal reckoning of a woman of soul and substance who has 
steadily defied expectations.

Destiny of the Republic by Candice Millard
Born into abject poverty, James Garfield rose to become a 
wunderkind scholar, a Civil War hero, and a renowned and admired 
reformist congressman but four months after his presidential 
inauguration, a deranged office seeker tracked Garfield down and 
shot him in the back.

Furious Hours by Harper Lee
The stunning story of an Alabama serial killer and the 
true-crime book that Harper Lee worked on obsessively in the 
years after To Kill a Mockingbird.
The Island at the Center of the World 
by Russell Shorto
In the late 1960s, an archivist in the New York State Library made an 
astounding discovery: 12,000 pages of centuries-old 
correspondence, court cases, legal contracts, and reports from a 
forgotten society: the Dutch colony centered on Manhattan, which 
predated the thirteen "original" American colonies. 
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