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The Agnes Browne series by Brendan 
O’Carroll
Before she was a Mammy, before she had Chisellers, and before 
they made her a Granny, Agnes Browne was Agnes Reddin, a 
young girl-or a Young Wan- growing up in the Jarro in Dublin. 
Brendan O'Carroll takes readers back to the heart of 
working-class Dublin, this time in the 1940s. Book order: The 
Young Wan (1), The Mammy (2),  The Chisellers (3), The Granny 
(4)

Chocolat: a novel by Joanne Harris
When Vianne Rocher and her daughter arrive in the small French 
town of Lansquenet-sous-Tannes, they open a shop specializing 
in exquisite, voluptuous chocolates. This is the first breath of 
giddiness the town has ever felt.  Yet the townspeople slowly 
come round to realizing their need for some joy, and they 
embrace the heady stimulation of chocolate in the midst of their 
quotidian miseries.

Milkman: a novel by Anna Burns
In an unnamed city, middle sister stands out for the wrong 
reasons. She reads while walking, for one. And she has been 
taking French night classes downtown. So when a local 
paramilitary known as the milkman begins pursuing her, she 
suddenly becomes "interesting," the last thing she ever wanted 
to be.

My Sister the Serial Killer by Oyinkan 
Braithwaite
Satire meets slasher in this short, darkly funny hand grenade 
of a novel about a Nigerian woman whose younger sister has a 
very inconvenient habit of killing her boyfriends. Korede is 
bitter. How could she not be? Her sister, Ayoola, is many 
things: the favorite child, the beautiful one, possibly 
sociopathic. And now Ayoola's third boyfriend in a row is dead.

Nine Perfect Strangers by Liane Moriarty
Nine people gather at a remote health resort. Some are here to 
lose weight, some are here to get a reboot on life, some are 
here for reasons they can't even admit to themselves. Amidst 
all of the luxury and pampering, the mindfulness and 
meditation, they know these ten days might involve some real 
work. But none of them could imagine just how challenging the 
next ten days are going to be.

The Odds: a Love Story  by Stewart O’Nan
Their 30-year marriage stressed to the breaking point by 
financial troubles and infidelity, Art and Marion Fowler take 
one last trip together, to Niagara Falls, the site of their 
honeymoon, to make a desperate gamble with their remaining 
money and perhaps save their marriage.

Pomegranate Soup by Marsha Mehran
Beautiful strangers bring exotic recipes to town in Mehran's 
foodie-lit debut. The Irish hamlet of Ballinacroagh is the 
unlikely new home for three Iranian sisters and their new 
Babylon Cafe. Twenty-seven-year-old Marjan, the most skilled 
in the kitchen; Bahar, the tentative middle sister; and Layla, 
the charming teenager, fled the Iranian revolution and, after 
some years in London, have arrived determined to succeed.

The Rain Watcher by Tatiana de Rosnay
The Rain Watcher is a powerful family drama set in Paris as 
the Malegarde family gathers to celebrate the father's 70th 
birthday. Their hidden fears and secrets are slowly unraveled 
as the City of Light undergoes a stunning natural disaster. All 
members of the family will have to fight to keep their unity 
against tragic circumstances.

Next meeting: 
Thursday, June 20, 7 pm

Zeitoun by Dave Eggers
Eggers chronicles, the tribulations of Abdulrahman Zeitoun, a Syrian American
painting contractor who decides to ride out Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans.
Although his wife, Kathy, leaves town with their four children, Abdulrahman
(known as Zeitoun because few locals can pronounce his first name) stays
behind, hoping to protect their home, their job sites, and their rental
properties. After the storm, he paddles the flooded streets in a canoe, rescuing
stranded people, feeding trapped dogs, and marveling at the sometimes surreal
beauty of the devastation.

Say Nothing: A True Story of Murder and Memory in Northern Ireland by Patrick
Radden Keefe
A stunning, intricate narrative about a notorious killing in Northern
Ireland and its devastating repercussions In December 1972, Jean
McConville, a thirty-eight-year-old mother of ten, was dragged from
her Belfast home by masked intruders, her children clinging to her
legs. They never saw her again. Her abduction was one of the most
notorious episodes of the vicious conflict known as The Troubles.
Everyone in the neighborhood knew the I.R.A. was responsible. But
in a climate of fear and paranoia, no one would speak of it.

Becoming by Michelle Obama
As First Lady of the United States of America, Michelle Obama helped create
the most welcoming and inclusive White House in history. With unerring
honesty and lively wit, she describes her triumphs and her disappointments,
both public and private. A deeply personal reckoning of a woman of soul and
substance who has steadily defied expectations.

Born a Crime: Stories of a South African Childhood by Trevor Noah
Summary: Noah's path from apartheid South Africa to the desk of The
Daily Show began with a criminal act: his birth. Born to a white Swiss
father and a black Xhosa mother, at the time such a union was punishable
by five years in prison. As he struggles to find himself in a world where he
was never supposed to exist, his mother is determined to save her son
from the cycle of poverty, violence, and abuse that would ultimately
threaten her own life. (Audiobook, read by Noah is highly recommended as
well.)

The Reluctant Fundamentalist by Mohsin Hamid
Hamid's second book (after Moth Smoke) is an intelligent and absorbing 9/11 novel, written from the 
perspective of Changez, a young Pakistani whose sympathies, despite his fervid immigrant embrace of 
America, lie with the attackers. The book unfolds as a monologue that Changez delivers to a mysterious 
American operative over dinner at a Lahore, Pakistan, cafe.

Slow Horses by Mick Herron
Intelligence agent River Cartwright, after being banished from high-profile work for incompetence, 
suspects a prominant British journalist with ties to an extremist party of being behind the kidnapping of a 
Muslim teenager.

An Unwanted Guest by Shari Lapeña
A weekend retreat at a cozy mountain lodge is supposed to be the perfect getaway. But when the storm 
hits, no one is getting away. It's winter in the Catskills and Mitchell's Inn, nestled deep in the woods, is the 
perfect setting for a relaxing maybe even romantic weekend away. When one of the guests turns up dead it 
looks like an accident, but when a second guest dies, they start to panic.

Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens
For years, rumors of the "Marsh Girl" have haunted Barkley Cove, a quiet town on the North Carolina coast. 
She's barefoot and wild; unfit for polite society. So in late 1969, when handsome Chase Andrews is found 
dead, the locals immediately suspect Kya Clark. But Kya is not what they say. Abandoned at age ten, she 
has survived on her own in the marsh that she calls home.
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The Reluctant Fundamentalist by Mohsin 
Hamid
Hamid's second book (after Moth Smoke) is an intelligent and 
absorbing 9/11 novel, written from the perspective of Changez, a 
young Pakistani whose sympathies, despite his fervid immigrant 
embrace of America, lie with the attackers. The book unfolds as a 
monologue that Changez delivers to a mysterious American 
operative over dinner at a Lahore, Pakistan, cafe.

Slow Horses by Mick Herron
Intelligence agent River Cartwright, after being banished from 
high-profile work for incompetence, suspects a prominant British 
journalist with ties to an extremist party of being behind the 
kidnapping of a Muslim teenager.

An Unwanted Guest by Shari Lapeña
A weekend retreat at a cozy mountain lodge is supposed to be the 
perfect getaway. But when the storm hits, no one is getting away. 
It's winter in the Catskills and Mitchell's Inn, nestled deep in the 
woods, is the perfect setting for a relaxing maybe even romantic 
weekend away. When one of the guests turns up dead it looks like 
an accident, but when a second guest dies, they start to panic.

Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens
For years, rumors of the "Marsh Girl" have haunted Barkley Cove, 
a quiet town on the North Carolina coast. She's barefoot and wild; 
unfit for polite society. So in late 1969, when handsome Chase 
Andrews is found dead, the locals immediately suspect Kya Clark. 
But Kya is not what they say. Abandoned at age ten, she has 
survived on her own in the marsh that she calls home.

Zeitoun by Dave Eggers
Eggers chronicles, the tribulations of Abdulrahman Zeitoun, a 
Syrian American painting contractor who decides to ride out 
Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans. Although his wife, Kathy, 
leaves town with their four children, Abdulrahman (known as 
Zeitoun because few locals can pronounce his first name) stays 
behind, hoping to protect their home, their job sites, and their 
rental properties. After the storm, he paddles the flooded 
streets in a canoe, rescuing stranded people, feeding trapped 
dogs, and marveling at the sometimes surreal beauty of the 
devastation.

Say Nothing: A True Story of Murder and 
Memory in Northern Ireland by Patrick 
Radden Keefe
A stunning, intricate narrative about a notorious killing in 
Northern Ireland and its devastating repercussions In 
December 1972, Jean McConville, a thirty-eight-year-old 
mother of ten, was dragged from her Belfast home by masked 
intruders, her children clinging to her legs.  Everyone in the 
neighborhood knew the I.R.A. was responsible. But in a climate 
of fear and paranoia, no one would speak of it.

Becoming by Michelle Obama
As First Lady of the United States of America, Michelle Obama 
helped create the most welcoming and inclusive White House 
in history. With unerring honesty and lively wit, she describes 
her triumphs and her disappointments, both public and private. 
A deeply personal reckoning of a woman of soul and substance 
who has steadily defied expectations.

Born a Crime: Stories of a South African 
Childhood by Trevor Noah
Born to a white Swiss father and a black Xhosa mother, at the 
time such a union was punishable by five years in prison. As he 
struggles to find himself in a world where he was never 
supposed to exist, his mother is determined to save her son 
from the cycle of poverty, violence, and abuse that would 
ultimately threaten her own life. (Audiobook, read by Noah, is 
highly recommended as well.)

Next meeting: 
Thursday, June 20, 7 pm
New members always welcome.

Zeitoun by Dave Eggers
Eggers chronicles, the tribulations of Abdulrahman Zeitoun, a Syrian American
painting contractor who decides to ride out Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans.
Although his wife, Kathy, leaves town with their four children, Abdulrahman
(known as Zeitoun because few locals can pronounce his first name) stays
behind, hoping to protect their home, their job sites, and their rental
properties. After the storm, he paddles the flooded streets in a canoe, rescuing
stranded people, feeding trapped dogs, and marveling at the sometimes surreal
beauty of the devastation.

Say Nothing: A True Story of Murder and Memory in Northern Ireland by Patrick
Radden Keefe
A stunning, intricate narrative about a notorious killing in Northern
Ireland and its devastating repercussions In December 1972, Jean
McConville, a thirty-eight-year-old mother of ten, was dragged from
her Belfast home by masked intruders, her children clinging to her
legs. They never saw her again. Her abduction was one of the most
notorious episodes of the vicious conflict known as The Troubles.
Everyone in the neighborhood knew the I.R.A. was responsible. But
in a climate of fear and paranoia, no one would speak of it.

Becoming by Michelle Obama
As First Lady of the United States of America, Michelle Obama helped create
the most welcoming and inclusive White House in history. With unerring
honesty and lively wit, she describes her triumphs and her disappointments,
both public and private. A deeply personal reckoning of a woman of soul and
substance who has steadily defied expectations.

Born a Crime: Stories of a South African Childhood by Trevor Noah
Summary: Noah's path from apartheid South Africa to the desk of The
Daily Show began with a criminal act: his birth. Born to a white Swiss
father and a black Xhosa mother, at the time such a union was punishable
by five years in prison. As he struggles to find himself in a world where he
was never supposed to exist, his mother is determined to save her son
from the cycle of poverty, violence, and abuse that would ultimately
threaten her own life. (Audiobook, read by Noah is highly recommended as
well.)
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