
Book Talks!
RECOMMENDATIONS Jan 2019

That’s on my list….201-568-8680

Tenafly Public

Library
201-568-8680
tenaflylibrary.org

The Year of Living Biblically by A. J. Jacobs
An agnostic wakes up one day determined to follow the more than 
800 rules found in the Hebrew Bible. 

Founding Mothers: women in America in the 
Revolutionary era 
by Linda Grant De Pauw
Instead of padding out the stories of those few revolutionary era 
women who managed to make the history books, this surveys the 
contributions of the sex as a whole. The surprising conclusion is that 
in some ways colonial women may have played a more active role than 
their 19th century sisters. 

On Writing: a memoir of the craft 
by Stephen King
In 1981 King penned Danse Macabre, a thoughtful analysis of the 
horror genre. Now he is treating his vast readership to another 
glimpse into the intellect that spawns his astoundingly imaginative 
works. 

Diary of a Bookseller by Shaun Bythell
The funny and fascinating memoir of Bythell's experiences at the helm 
of The Bookshop, Scotland's largest second hand bookstore--and the 
delightfully unusual staff members, eccentric customers, odd 
townsfolk and surreal buying trips that make up his life there.

I Was Told to Come Alone: my journey 
behind the lines of jihad 
by Souad Mekhennet
The journalist who broke the "Jihadi John" story draws on her personal 
experience to bridge the gap between the Muslim world and the West 
and explain the rise of Islamic radicalism. Souad Mekhennet has lived 
her entire life between worlds. The daughter of a Turkish mother and a 
Moroccan father, she was born and educated in Germany and has 
worked for several American newspapers. 

The Witch Elm by Tana French
Toby is a happy-go-lucky charmer who's dodged a scrape at work and 
is celebrating with friends when the night takes a turn that will 
change his life--he surprises two burglars who beat him and leave 
him for dead. Struggling to recover from his injuries, beginning to 
understand that he might never be the same man again, he takes 
refuge at his family's ancestral home to care for his dying uncle 
Hugo.

Fifty Fifty by James Patterson
Sam Blue stands accused of the brutal murders of three young 
students, their bodies dumped near the Georges River. Only one 
person believes he is innocent: his sister, Detective Harriet Blue. And 
she's determined to prove it. 

My Year of Rest and Relaxation by Ottessa 
Mashfegh
It's early 2000 on New York City's Upper East Side, and the 
alienation of Moshfegh's unnamed young protagonist from others is 
nearly complete when she initiates her yearlong siesta, during which 
time she experiences limited personal interactions. As her 
pill-popping intensifies, so does her isolation and determination to 
leave behind the world's travails. 

In the Distance by Hernan Diaz 
A young Swedish boy finds himself in penniless and alone in 
California. He travels East in search of his brother, moving on foot 
against the great push to the West. Driven back over and over again 
on his journey through vast expanses. (Pulitzer Prize finalist 2018)

White Houses by Amy Bloom
With her raspy, no--nonsense delivery, Tonya Cornelisse embodies 
"Hick," the real-life lover, confidante, and intimate friend of Eleanor 
Roosevelt.
(Although this is a fictionalized account, a factual book that treats 
this topic, Eleanor and Hick: the love affair that shaped the first lady 
by Susan Quinn, was also mentioned.)

Maisie Dobbs by Jacqueline Winspear
This is a poignant and compelling story that explores war's lingering 
and insidious impact on its survivors. The book opens in spring 1929 
as Maisie Dobbs opens an office dedicated to "discreet 
investigations" and traverses back and forth between her present 
case and the long shadows cast by World War I. (first title in series) 

Next meeting: 
Thursday, March 21, 7 pm


